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JESSAMINE RATED AS PROFICIENT/PROGRESSING DISTRICT 

 

 (Nicholasville, KY) – The Jessamine County School District was named a 

Proficient/Progressing district in the recent release of the “Unbridled Learning- 

College/Career Readiness for All” 2013-14 testing results from the Kentucky Department 

of Education.  To receive this designation, a district must: 

 score in the 70
th

-89
th

 percentile state-wide 

 meet its Annual Measurable Objective 

 meet its student participation rate for the “all students” group as well as for each 

subgroup and 

 meet its graduation rate goal.   

 

 The district scored in the 82
nd

 percentile in Kentucky.  Of the 173 districts 

statewide, three other school systems joined Jessamine in the 82
nd

 percentile while 104 

districts had a lower ranking and 65 scored higher.   Across the state, 39 districts received 

a Distinguished rating, 56 were deemed Proficient and 78 fell into the Needs 

Improvement category.     
 

 Jessamine Superintendent, Kathy Fields said that she was extremely pleased with 

the performance of the district and expressed a strong commitment to continued 

improvement.  She stated, “When I became Superintendent last year, my first objective 

was to advance our district from a rating of “Progressing” to “Proficient” and I’m so 

excited that we have accomplished this goal.   I am very proud of the efforts of our 

teachers, support staff, administrators and most of all, our students and their families.  As 

we move our district from “Good” to “Great”, our focus is on the next goal of becoming a 

“Distinguished” district.”  Fields continued, “It’s about so much more than just the label.   

It’s about what that means for our students, their learning and their futures.   When 

students are proficient, particularly in reading and math, it translates into our district’s 

vision of being life-ready.  That is our ultimate goal for all students.” 

  

  Two Jessamine Schools, Brookside Elementary and West High School, were 

designated as “Distinguished/Progressing”, with both schools ranking in the 91
st
 

percentile in the state.  Brookside also earned the designation as a “High Performing 

School”.  East Jessamine High School was designated as a “High Progress” school for 

placing in the top 10% of schools in growth across the state.  Measured against the 2012-

13 results, every school in the district made progress in 2013-14.   

 

 When compared with achievement scores for accountability for the “all students” 

groups across Kentucky, a higher percentage of Jessamine students were designated as 
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Proficient/Distinguished in several areas and at various grade levels.   When measured 

against their counterparts across the state, a higher percentage of Jessamine elementary 

students received this ranking in Reading, Math, Science and Writing, and tied the state 

in Social Studies.  At the middle school level, Jessamine County students scored 

Proficient/Distinguished at a higher rate than the state totals in Writing and tied the state 

in Reading and Language Mechanics.  The county’s high school students scored at a 

higher rate in Reading, Science and Social Studies, with 58% of students scoring at a 

Proficient/Distinguished level in Science compared to 39.8% for the state and 72% 

receiving a Proficient/Distinguished rating in Social Studies, compared to 58% across the 

state.   

  

 Superintendent Fields attributes the district’s advances in closing the gap between 

the performance of certain state-designated groups of students and “all students” in part, 

to the work of a new Achievement Gap Coach.  “I am particularly proud that we are 

making great strides in improving the performance of our students who have historically 

had achievement gaps.  I want to thank the Jessamine County Board of Education for 

their leadership and support of the establishment of this new crucial position.  We have 

recently expanded the coach’s role in this work and look forward to even further 

improvement as we continue our work to assist all students to become life-ready.” 

 

 All data for the assessment and accountability system are publicly available in the 

Kentucky School Report Card on the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) website.  
http://applications.education.ky.gov/SRC/ 
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